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An Insight Into the Faqlrl Cult of Religlon and Sp|
Dr. 8K NurUpsar, Pirtuallly

Religlon Is tho most anclont Innor Impulso of the dovolon that 1a basle

acquiro porfection In mind, body and soul. Rollglon maturog In tho '0:2: 3?'3,::3.',’:\,1.',0
and it s not morely an assortion or the omotionnl offuslon ol poolle Imagory, rathor It iz
an ecstatic Inclination of tho dovoloo (o attaln highor knowlodgo or truth 'nnd niso n
feoling that spiritual anchorites discovered through doop austorily and modilation, ﬂolilglon
and Splirituality are antagonislic to oach othor and one Is polo apart from anothor
Spirituality Is malnly consclousness of the Intormal aspect of that elomont which Is bnslcon}
related to the splril. Spirltuallly encompasses all olomonts In Its fold, It Is not rostrictod
to any particular range of geography, rathor it s parennial, universal and global. Intograting
all these In a single knol.

Tpe term Faqlr Is of Arabic orlgin, which basically signifies the poverty of lifo and
behaviour. Faqirs are highly disinterested In the mundane life. Even Prophet Hadrat
Muhammad(s) has glven advice 1o his followers to lead a simple and disintorested lifo.
In this regard, a Hadith of the Prophet goes, — “4/ - faqro - fikhirl wa an4 allakhirobihi™
i.e. poverty is my pride and | boast of It. ' .

Literally, the term Faqir means a Muslim religlous mendicant. This term derived
from Arabic term Faqrmeans Poverty. The word Faqir has four dilferent connotations —
stymological, Quranic, myslical and popular. Etymologically it means (a) one whose
backbone is broken; (b) poor or destitute; (c) canal, aqueduct or mouth of a canal; (d)
hollow dug for planting or watering Palm trees. When used In lhe sense of a Paupor, Iis
plural form Is Fugdrd, but when used In the sense of an aqueduct, Fuqur s Its plural
form.2 In mystic terminology Faqir means ‘a person who lives for the Lord alone’. As
Shibli says: “Al-Faqir man |4 yastaglni bi Shay in dun Allah”, I.e. a Fagir does nol remain
content with anything except Allah.3 Total rejection of private property (Adam Tamalluq)
and resignation to the will of Allah (Tandqqul) were considered essential for a Faqir who
aspired for gnosis (M3arifa). In popular parlancs, the term Faqir Is used for a poor man,
a pauper or a beggar.* But the Bengal Faqiri cult does not fully correspond to the
Quranic connotation of Faqir. Bengal Faqirs Initiated a movement agalnst the prevalent
traditions, rituals and orthodox religious practices of Muslim community. Their views
and practices are not similar to the common Muslims. According o them, there Is no
barrier between man and man. They believe that every man Is a unit of the Soclety; their
relation to one another Is a loving relationship, which Is deeply related to the heart of the

devotee.
In Bengal, Fagirs have founded their distinct identity through devotional songs.
Fagirs do not believe In caste classification, rather they disparage all religlous rituals. In
this context, a Faglri singer says: (In Bengali).® oM
“More Jaite 1o Chéi Na Re mone Macca Madina,

Eel Je bandhu amér achhe,

[AssIstant Professor, Department of Phllosophy, THLH Mahavidyalay, Mallarpur, B{(bl
"H.RA. Gibb, Mohammedanism (A Historical Survey), (Se :

London, 1853) P-150,
% The Encyclopedia of Islam, (New edition) VoI, Ed. By B. Lewis, Ch. Pellat And J. Schacht. (London,

Luzac & Co. 196 .
> Ibid., p-75g, i

“Ibid,, p-75g
. 1
Muhammed Enamul Haque, A History of Sufism in Bange, (Aslatic Socloty of Bangladosh, Dacca,

1875), p-313,
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Green Tourism in North Bengal: An
Ecological Analysis

Dr Suman Mukherjee & Palash Dey

Introduction:

Green Tourism is a kind of approach to tourism meant to
make the development of tourism ecologically supportable
in the long term. The very importance of Green Tourism lies
in its motives to conserve the resources and increase the value
of local culture and tradition. Green Tourism is a responsible
tourism intending to generate employment and income along
with alleviating any deeper impact on environment and local
culture. Green Tourism or environmentally responsible tourism
is a new concept. The origins of present day Green Tourism
lie in the nature and outdoor tourism. Green Tourism is not
simply about showing tourists attractive landscapgs. Itis abc?ut
inculcating a deeper love for diverse nature an<'i its mysteries
through innovative educational means while providing
ivelihood alternatives to people who depe.nc‘l on tl.\at eco system
a living. It is also about producing minimal impact on the

on Adironment in remote natural areas. In 1989 “Hague

“De i i i agement of
" oPedlaration on Tourism” advocated rational manag

rism so that it can contribute to the protection a.nd
preservation of the national and cultural environment, keeping

in view the contradicting relatio
and tourism. Most of the res
environment friendly tourism §

nship between environment
earches have agreed that
hould aim at merging with
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EMERGENCE OF
DAKTARI AS A MEDICAL
PROFESSION FOR WOMEN:
Revisiting the achievement of Dy,
Haimabati Sen

PALASH DEY AND DR: SUMAN MUKHERJEE

Introduction

ince the origin of the History of Medicine, the daktari or the
Sprofession of a doctor was of the male, by the male and for
the male. So far as daktari in colonial Bengal is concerned,
there was a full ignorance of women competence of being a doctor.
The women section of the society generally thought that illnes;
was very common among them.Therefore the common Bengali
women thought that they did not need any treatment from doctors
and homemade treatment would be enough. So they depended
___more on dais as well as alternative medicines. If the condition went
1y Wong, few aristocratic families consulted doctors. The reason was
(irrespective their age and religious
fs). As a result of that very often the diagonis l:tmllierea\:g:g
the lack of proper medicine led the high mo tao (t’xllj g
omen and babies. This background Igd to the in rsas In the
female doctors, medically trained midwives and quL . t6 Study
1870s and 1880s a group women were very anx'? is made to
medical science. In this article a humble atte;ndpcal education
highlight the background of the beginning of med!
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chapter 14

3vnlarnad e . ;
Explanation of (e Soul from he
A | * o 4 4
Empiricist Standpoint
Sk Nur Upsar

n Western  philosophy there is two broad division. One s
Rationalism and another one IS Emp?ricism. This division depends on the
source Of knowledge. First, we discuss in a very brief manner the
gilference between these two. Rationalism, in Western Philosophy, the
view that regards reason as the chief source and test of Knowledge.
Holding that reality itself has an inherently logical structure. the rationalist
asserts that a class of truths exists that the intellect can grasp directly.
There are, according to the rationalists, certain ratjonal principles -
especially in logic and mathematics, and even in ethics and metaphysics —
that are so fundamental that to deny them is to fall into contradiction. The
rationalists‘confidence in reason and proof tends, therefore, to detract from
their respect for other ways of knowing. Empiricism, in philosophy, the
view that all concepts originate in experience, that all concepts are about
or applicable to things that can be experienced, or that all rationally
acceptable beliefs or propositions are justifiable or knowable only through
experience. This broad definition accords with the derivation of the term
empiricism from the ancient Greek word empeiria, —experiencel. 23

Now we take a short visit to the history of Empiricism (from:
lo Modern period). The first empiricists in western philosoph
sophists, who rejected such rationalist speculation about the fle
Whole and took humanity and society to be the proper objects =
Philosophical inquiry. Most medieval philosophers after St. Augustine
(354-430) took an empiricist position, at least about concepts, even if they
'0gnized much substantial but non-empirical knowledge. The standard
ormulation of this age was: —There is nothing in the intellect that was m;t
Previously in the sensesl. Thus St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-74) fejeCted
"ate jdeas altogether. Both soul and body participate in perception, &1
W ideas are abstracted by the intellect from what is given “} l‘(hne ;‘“’lgzegsé
offhmh‘cemul}' scientist Roger Bacon emphasized ex.nplrlc: ¥ 1(:) “opher
of o .atural world and anticipated the polymath Renaissance b

i . ion to
SClence  Francis Bacon (1561-1626) in preferring observation

113




